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Introduction 
This issue of the Operative Techniques in Thoracic and 
Cardiovascular Surgery is convenient o study as an 
atlas in conjunction with the April, 2002 issue of Sem- 
inars in Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery. Both 
of tl'lese journals devote those respective issues to the 
emerging surgical techniques for the treatment of heart 
failure due to dilated cardiomyopathics. The exact 
number of 1)otential patients who might benefit from 
these new modalitics is unknown, but what is known is 
that the DRG for heart failure is the single most expen- 
sive one in all of heart disease, according to the I Icahh 
Care Finance Administration (ItFCA) of Medicare. 
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This fact indicates that the numl)cr of patients uffering 
fi'om this 1)roblem is enormous. Clearly, there are not 
enough heart donors for cardiac transi)hmtation to 
solve this problem, and as yet, no affordable mechan- 
ical device has been developed that is calmble of being 
used in these lmtients as anything more than an exper- 
imental device. Thus, there is a critical need to develop 
surgical techniques and/or devices that will at least 
imlwove the quality of life for these 1)atients, and those 
techniques and devices that are currently available are 
described in this issue. We hope that our readers will 
benefit from this coml)ilation of articles by the leading 
surgeons in this fichl. 
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